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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There is 1 minute remaining 
in this vote. 

b 1811 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the significant bene-
fits our health care bill will have on 
American women. Simply put, the 
health care bill will provide more secu-
rity, higher quality care, and is a bet-
ter deal for America’s daughters, moth-
ers, and grandmothers. 

In the current health care system, 
women often face higher health care 
costs than men and multiple other bar-
riers to obtain health insurance. Fewer 
women are eligible for employer-based 
coverage, and comprehensive coverage 
in the individual health care market is 
often unavailable, prohibitively expen-
sive, or excludes key services that 
women need. As a result, many women 
are either uninsured or underinsured 
and simply cannot afford their health 
care costs. This affects individual 
women, their families, and their busi-
nesses. 

For all these reasons, it is imperative 
that we pass health insurance reform 
legislation and provide all Americans 
with the quality health care they de-
serve at a cost they can afford. Mr. 
Speaker, I look forward to joining my 
colleagues in doing so this week. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM AND 
FEDERAL STUDENT LOANS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, competition used to be 
viewed as a way to lower prices and im-
prove services. A rental car company’s 
slogan was, We’re number two, so we 
try harder. 

Competition apparently is no longer 
a virtue under this administration. The 
health care bill seeks to put health 
care for Americans in the hands of gov-
ernment bureaucrats, but it also seeks 
to put guaranteed student loans solely 
into the same government hands. Un-
like the car company, I’m not sure the 
government can say that it ever tried 
harder, sought innovation, or went out 
of its way to help a student. 

The Federal Family Education Loan 
program is administered primarily by 
private companies today, and under the 
proposed change, private lenders will 
be barred from making government- 
guaranteed loans. Some 30,000 employ-
ees across the Nation will lose their 
jobs. So much for worrying about the 
Nation’s unemployment. 

Choice and competition will die, but 
the Democrats say it will save money, 
about $87 billion, money they have al-
ready spent on Pell Grants and $9 bil-
lion diverted to pay for health care re-
form. Instead of that savings, look for 
poorer service, increased defaults, and 
higher administrative costs—like deal-
ing with the IRS. 

f 

b 1815 

WOMEN AND HEALTH CARE 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, our 
long-overdue health insurance reforms 
will put women’s health on an equal 
footing at long last. It will transform 
the lives of American women of all 
ages for the better. 

Younger women will be able to re-
main on their parents’ policy as de-
pendents until they reach 26 years of 
age. That means affordable care for ev-
erything from regular checkups to un-
expected illness or injury. It means if 
they decide to become pregnant, fi-
nally there will be coverage for mater-
nity and well-child care. 

Working women shopping for their 
family’s coverage will be glad to know 
that the reforms will require insurance 
companies to have unprecedented 
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